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I noticed one thing. The most fundamental fear of nearly all human’s, of every single person: fear of the future and the pl
unknown. This fear, unites all people on some degree and it’s perhaps the most fundamental fear we have! But when it
comes to technology, should we be afraid? Perhaps there’s actually more good that is in our high-tech future than we |
realise? What if the future of technology also brings opportumty" What if we are at the start of something monumental -

The Fourth Industrial Revolution. ' ]

Q/-
You may have heard of the idea of the Fourth Industrial Revolution before. It’s a concept popularised by Professor Klaus
Schwab. According to his idea, it all began in the 1800’s when the First Industrial Revolution started. This revolution
marked a time in history where traditional methods of labouring shifted to mainly machine lead. It brought us steam)
power and stronger, more effective machinery that could easily replicate the work of hundreds of men at once. Back in™

18™ century, these new inventions in technology meant a massive advancement in the economy and marked a major

This huge shift was soon followed by even greater advancements in what became known as The Second Industrial
Revolution With the discovery of electricity, the invention of things like the telephone, cars etc, the Second Industrial
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/ had ever seen before, including digital technology, mobile phones and the internet but of course this is the ‘horm’ for &
our current era. It’s funny to think that back in the late 80’s when the first mobile phones were advertised, they were
seen as revolutionary, exclusive tools mainly used by major corporate businesses rather than by ordinary people but
}fast forward only 30 years later and nearly everyone I know has a mobile! L?’ ."? L (
_,Anywqy, here we are now, at the start of a new revolution - The Fourth Industrial Revolution, and if Karl Schwab is

\ right, we are at the beginning of yet more enormous changes and shifts- but what can we expect fourth time around?

Well, the Fourth Industrial Revolution is evolving at such an insane rate, predictions for the next few years are that =~
we can expect to see wild advancements in technologies that include autonomous driving, quantum computing, AI, ** |
robotics and other advanced automation. Simply put, technology will increasingly take over repetitive or physically & «*°
demanding work. All kinds of drudgery will, as Schwab predicts, be replaced by technology and accessing
information will become even easier; just think of that - computers running everything (well, nearly)! Entire industries

o veconptayvrsomos S | || | | W2/ NS W= T

Although the idea of a world run by computers may initially be appealing to many it also has risks and dangers to
“ consider. The first thing you probably think of and fear - is unemployment- if machines can do all the work, what
happens to people? We mustn’t forget however, that when this explodes into our lives we’ll need people to manage
the transition, so maybe this will mean more jobs!? |
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" Throughout history, every Industrial Revolution has created disruption before creating new opportunities and
perhaps, if we are willing to adapt to the changes that are coming, we’ll have even more opportunities than we ve_
ever had before? Perhaps ‘adapting’ is the key word we need to focus on rather than ‘fearing’ the future?

best thing the future can be” and I think what she was getting at was that darkness doesn’t have to mean scary,
darkness could mean possibility. Every coin has a flip side; every planet has darkness at night and light during the
day. Rather than dismissing things to come, we need to talk more about the future and include it in our plans. Avoiding
conversation doesn’t stop change from happening.

’ “We elect politicians for the next five years, ponder what to eat later in the day or week, plan what we’ll do on the

weekend or the ‘five year plan’ but how often do we seriously think about where society might be in twenty or more
1 ‘yeqrs time? Fearing the uncertainty of the future is normal, but I think what we should really be afraid of is our
: Q;common unwillingness to accept it. If history has demonstrated one thing its that change has always been part of

human progress after all.
- The future is coming, whether we welcome it or not.
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The Blue Lagoon was an
experience I’ll never forget
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Exploring Iceland has been an i
while and to be able to experiel
incredible. We flew into Reykja
of Iceland and explored the
city to the transportation hi
Lagoon. Thisis a famot
also known-as one of
Iceland has geotherma
they drill 2000 metres dov
water up into the Blue Lagoon &
well as this, the water in most lakes and bodies ¢
in Iceland is already naturally filtered thanks to the

volcanic rock and it’s very clean.

Another incredible excursion we went on was the

Golden Circle tour which included some more of

Iceland’s natural wonders, such as the Gullfoss
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Waterfalls and the Geysirs.
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) ‘ ' Gullfoss Waterfalls were incredible
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Not only did | s

but | also learnt a lo

I
s tour,

elandic
culture. For example, the ts
the 23rd of July and as a trac

'S on

fermented stingray, which you coulc ;
when.walking around the city! The capita
Reykjavik, only has around 300,000 people |
living there (which is around 80% of their

, population) so it was very quiet and | found it

to be an extremely peaceful place.

Getting around the city was quite easy as it’s
W "_v'.

nall, and everything is within walkin The famous church of

O 9 Reykjavik, called

ade it convenient for us to ‘ Hallgrimskirkja

- get to ple that stood out for me

in Iceland is ho elandic
people are, | notic tF ays
let you gé past and cars wa . |
lot slower in the city, but wo
immediately if someone neede

which | don’t see often here.

This country is all-around be
best places | have ever beer
experience this with son
much to me was even
adventurous, love le
cultures and enjoy o
nature, then | fully recor The geysirs were so cool!
Iceland. | would love to go ba
This trip to Iceland has made me want to se
more of the world and explore other cultures -
next year on my own, and has helped me to
become more confident and independent for

further travelling in the future.

TEXT & PHOTOGRAPHS BY FIN P
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LOCAL MUSIC SCENE

WE ALL KNOW THERE'S NO BETTER FEELING THAN BEING ABLETO SPOT TALENT BEFORE IT
GETS RECOGNISED ELSEWHERE. LUCKILY , | HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO
EXPERIENCE THIS EIRSTHAND AND | AMTKEEN TO LET THE WORLD KNOW ABOUT THIS
UP-AND-COMING BAND; BRINGING A FRESH SOUND TO THE SOUTH WEST MUSIC SCENE!

WORDS AND PHO TOGRAPHY BY FRAISER W

@frw.photo

Proper ‘lad’s lads’, sharply
dressed, good-spirited kids and
great music. Clad in clothes
neat enough to put Paul Weller
to shame, these boys are
working their way up to the tQp.
Their talent has been immense
since the start, from energetic
pub gigs to supporting The
Molotovs; you can see that
even from humble beginnings,
real recognises real.

When we went out to take
these photos, | found out
quickly that The Koppers were
never devoid of recognition or
being called over by a fan for a
chat. Making a name for

themselves and flying head first
into the local scene has been a
seemingly easy task for them,
and it's great to see.

The band is composed of
musical talents from around
Weston-Super-Mare: Archie Cox
(singer), James Stadden
(guitarist), Matt Bradley (bassist)
and Dan Venn (drums). Having
known each other through
school and college they
decided to form this band and
have since breezed through
multiple gigs (from pubs to
suppErting acts) and have how,
landed themselves in the
studio.

Their new single ‘Right to
remain silent“has done its
intended job and it has left me
completely speechless.
Characterised by'theirhigh-
voltage but pleasantly crisp
sound and spearheaded by
their charismatic lyrics; it is
bound to have the same effect
on you.

They're launching their EP in
March and will be live at the Brit
Bar (118 High Street, Weston
Super Mare) on Saturday the
21st of March.

If you can make it there, | urge
you to check them out!
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GEORGE ORWELL

Written by Josie, Y13

“It was a bright cold

day in April and the
clocks were striking
thirteen”

Do you ever get the feeling that

somebody or something is
watching you even when you think
you’re alone? A world of hidden
and

cameras microphones

everywhere you look, watching

your every move, breath and even

George Orwell
Ninatean
Eighty-Fouir

how every minuscule detail on
your face changes. They miss
nothing...

Orwell’s dystopian novel is set in
totalitarian Oceania, a superpower
that represents the USA, Britain
and other NATO countries. The
Party, led by omnipresent Big
Brother, control every aspect of
life, history, and thought through
surveillance (telescreens, Thought
Police, and propaganda), whilst
even inventing their own language

—

F

George,
Orwel ¥

WAR IS
PEACE

FREEDOM IS
SLAVERY

|GNORANCE IS
TRENGTYHI

GEORGE ORW

called
thought. The corrupt state takes its

‘Newspeak’ to control
power by brainwashing its citizens
with fear.

Orwell’s book was a political

warning against totalitarianism
"Don't let it happen”, and the
novel is convincing and relevant.
Unlike

novels set in the far future with

many other dystopian
flying cars and new technology,
‘1984’ is based almost entirely on
events that had already happened.
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Imagine a world where you are
paranoid about being observed by
someone or something. One wrong
look could reveal what you're
actually thinking. You know the
telescreens can see you even if you
pretend not to notice. Now replace
the telescreens with your phone,
you maybe scrolling through
TikTok having agreed to their
policies unaware that it's tracking
what you watch or search. Adverts
may appear promoting something
you may have been talking about
with a friend before you even
search for them. Orwell’s world
into forced

was scared

surveillance; our world is
surveilled  because  of its
convenience to us, yet there's still
something creepy about it...

Big  Brother vs modern-day

surveillance:

We all know ‘1984’ as a fictional
classic, but reading 1984’ as a
student today feels eerie; part of it
Was
Orwell warning us rather than

no longer feels fictional.

entertaining us?

It is definitely a hard book to read;
having to close the book and take
a second to process the intensity,
the building
suspense at the end. I have to
admit, at first I thought that the
book was going to bore me but

especially during

after turning the last page, it
chilled me to the bone. The book
initially promised to be about a
trying to
totalitarian world of Oceania,

man survive the

where every aspect of your life is

controlled by the Party and the
leading figure, worshiped as ‘Big
Brother’ however it is so much
more than this. I didn't expect a 75
year-old novel to scare me more
than a horror movie. The routine,
the grayness, the hopelessness -
that's the real horror of it. It scares
us because it's relatable. It was

supposed to be fiction. Then
smartphones, CCTV, and
algorithmic  data  surveillance

arrived and suddenly Orwell’s
book became a warning.
How Dataveillance works: The
Good, The Bad and The Ugly:

The Good: data surveillance isn’t
always bad in the modern sense
compared to Orwell’s anxieties of
a totalitarian regime controlling its
citizens  through  fear and
propaganda. In some situations
data collection can be used to
protect people rather than control
them. Phone location data has also
helped authorities locate missing
persons by tracking signals from
mobile towers, allowing rescue
teams to find people quickly in

emergencies.

Some social media platforms, such
as Facebook back in 2019, have
developed Al tools to detect any
suicidal posts, allowing them to
intervene before any incidents
occur. Health and fitness apps also
use data to benefit our health by
tracking heartbeat, sleep patterns,
and behaviour to identify any
medical issues early on. For
example, Chris Ball, a 64 year-old

man from Surrey was on holiday

at a ski resort near Geneva. He
was woken up in the night to an
alarm from his Apple watch telling
him he had an abnormal heart rate
(atrial fibrillation), AF can make a
person highly vulnerable to a
stroke. Because of Chris’s watch
he was rushed to hospital - if left
untreated Chris could have died,
especially given the mountain's
altitude. This is unlike the forced
surveillance of innocent people in
1984 to control them. Perhaps we
need modern data to be collected
to prevent serious health risks or
crimes?

The Bad: although
surveillance can be used to benefit

today’s

us, a lot of data tracking is used
for profit by corporations and
media

governments. Social

platforms and companies use
personal data, such as what we
watch, search, or purchase in order
to build detailed profiles on our
behaviour. This is then used to
present the user with personalised
videos or posts designed to target
our personalities in an addictive
nature. Even using the items we
hold

baskets to encourage users to buy

in our online shopping
more. Many users click ‘accept’
on privacy policies without
realising how much personal data
they are giving away. These
policies are deliberately long so
that the user doesn't bother to read

them.

Governments and corporations

now hold wvast amounts of

information about individuals

from location data to online habits.
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While this data can improve
services, it also raises concerns
about who controls it and how it
might be wused. In ‘1984°,
surveillance existed to maintain
political power. Today, it can
maintain economic and social
influence. Are mainstream
companies invading our privacy or
is it ok because it isn't face-to-
face?

The Ugly: a scary possibility is
that collected data may be misused
for the wrong reasons. Since
personal information and
behaviour are tracked through
your digital footprint (e.g. what
you like or don't like on social
media platforms) it creates an
algorithm that only shows you
content inside your already-
formed opinion, your
‘recommended’ feed. This is
dangerous because users may find
biased opinions such as racial,
gender or political bias being
affirmed, thus

discrimination and limiting your

reinforcing

viewpoint to what you already
agree with. This prevents users

Data breaches can expose personal
information to criminals, which
may lead to identity theft or
blackmail. In the most extreme
cases images could be manipulated
by paid unknown criminals behind
the screen who may frame
somebody or spread false

linking to the
aspect  of  bias

information,
worrying
discrimination. Not everything you
see online may be true.

Constant monitoring and targeted
content can have a serious impact
on mental health, especially for
young people online, who may
feel pressured to present a perfect
version of themselves that isn't
Orwell
imagines a world  where
individuality and
destroyed by surveillance, and

necessarily  realistic.

truth  was

while we don't live in Oceania, the
misuse of data can have serious
consequences on our health and
our choice of actions.

WAR IS PEACE r -
FﬁEEnm’.a 15 5L LAVERY
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George Orwell’s real name
was actually Eric Blair. He
was a British author known
for his anti-totalitarian books
such as ‘Animal Farm’. He
had many wild experiences
that shaped his views as a
democratic socialist and his
written work as an author.

e He disguised himself to

live amongst the
homeless in Paris and
London to experience life
in poverty.

He fought in the Spanish
Civil War on the
Republican  side, and
survived a bullet to the
neck.

He was the first to use
the term ‘Cold War’ to
describe  the  rising
tensions between two
superpowers, the USA
and the Soviet Union.

He went spy-hunting in
1949, sending a list of
suspected communists to
the Foreign Office.
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Words and images by Ruaidhri Farbowski

| first made a reversible waistcoat in 2021 in preparation for my brother’s wedding
as | wanted a brightly coloured waistcoat that fitted me the way | liked it. | found a
waistcoat in a charity shop that fitted me, cut it up, and used that as my first
pattern. | spent many hours hand sewing it, working hard through the night. The
design on one side is space and on the other is Baby Grogu (a character from the
Star Wars franchise). | was very proud of it, even though it didn’t yet have buttons
(and wouldn’t have for another year or so)! As this was my first waistcoat, | decided
to also hand make the buttons out of scrap fabric and six pennies, as well as hand
sew the button holes. | didn't add an adjustor as at the time | didn’t really see the

point in it.

WAISTCOATS

| didn’t then pick up making waistcoats again until 2025
when | received the honour of making four double sided
waistcoats for my favourite comedy group, Shoot from
the Hip. | reached out to them in April asking for their
waistcoat sizes. Once | got them | started searching for
fabrics. | knew for one side | wanted to do the colours |
see their names as (I have synesthesia which means | see
names and words in different colours), but | wasn'’t sure
of what to do for the reverse sides of the waistcoats. |
researched a bit and finally decided on fabrics that |
believed would be meaningful to them. As | had stepped
up my game and was making these waistcoats for other
people (and semi famous people at that), | decided to use
a sewing machine for the major parts of the waistcoats’
construction. However, there were still hand sewn
elements such as the buttons and adjusters. | spent
October half term making them, and then gifted them to
the group on 2nd November after seeing another one of
their amazing shows.
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More recently | had the opportunity to make Mr Beard a waistcoat. We discussed
what fabrics he liked and we settled on a blue splodge pattern with a white back
and a dark blue fabric with a light blue back. | also machine sewed the major parts
of this waistcoat, as well as trialling a few new techniques for future waistcoats.

| have used a range of patterns and fabrics over the years. My favourite waistcoat
that | have made so far is my colourful skull/blue splodge combo. | love how both
sides flow well with the back pieces, and how the colours pop on the side of the
skulls with the sleek green back. However, my most loved will always be the first
one | made. It carries many memories and much love. It was my gateway to my love
of making waistcoats today.

A majority of my fabrics | have received as presents from family or found in charity
shops. | also often go to the GRC (Gloucester Recycling Centre) and WI House,
which is also in Gloucester. Although WI House isn't open to the public, | have done
some odd jobs for the people that work there and in return they let me investigate
their fabric stores. For the waistcoats | made for Shoot from the Hip, | made a trip
to HobbyCraft for specific fabrics and ribbons for the adjusters.

Waistcoats are my way of showing my appreciation and gratitude to those around
me. To thank those | hold close for everything they have done for me.

il

| love to make waistcoats and am always

t eager to learn more whilst making them.
Should anyone be interested in a

waistcoat or in reaching out, please email

me at: waistcoats@farbowski.com
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AFTER MONTHS OF ANTIGIPATION THE NEW ALBUM HAS FINALLY DROPPED

Rakim Mayers, more widely known as ASAP
Rocky, last released an album 8 years ago, in
2018. The reasoning behind this absence

was due to his shift in focus - these last few
years he's built a family with his wife,
Rihanna, faced legal troubles which he
overcame and also his venture into the
fashion industry as creative director for
brands such as Puma and Ray-Ban, carving
his path towards receiving the 2025 CFDA
"Fashion Icon" award.

His long-awaited return to music did not
disappoint in any way whatsoever with the
release of his 4th studio album 'Don't Be
Dumb' on the 17th of January. The 17-track
album could be his most diverse project yet
with features such as: 'Tyler, The Creator,
'Doechii’, 'william' and more. Rocky
embraces many different genres including
Jazz, Hip-Hop, Metal, Indie and R&B
presenting his musical capacity flawlessly.
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Be Dumb reflects both on Rocky's past and  The experimental themes that he chose for the
pere he's headed with the breakout, high  album really bring the whole picture and message
ong 'HELICOPTER' reflecting on his  that he's trying to get across together for me. He
ess living and partying, boasting G IS, experimentation with different
he. fashion_indust Burton's illustrations on the
plained in a recent
the Kendric : View v 2 the gap between
'STAY HERE 4 LIF jaz r 2xpressionism and
illustrates Rocky's emotional depth expressing his . album delivered
commitment towards a stable life with his partner discography yet
Rihanna and building his family, while rejecting his e music industry,
previous 'player' reputation. The song serves as ilenci ; urn.
more experimental/ atmospheric in contrast to his
other more assertive tracks in the album.
personal favourite track 'WHISKEY (R
ME)', featuring Gorrilaz and Westsid
highlights themes of addiction and de
using whiskey as a metaphor fo
relationship. Reflecting on his struggle
a past destructive vice that cau
temporary solace and long term harm.
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Below: Paracord wristband by Elicia

Elicia has made a colourful array of paracord wristbands, which
are being sold as a charity fundraiser - there are still some
available! Let her know if you would like one.

All other images: Lino prints by Sophie

Sophie discovered a real talent for lino printing after taking part
in the Art Club workshop last year - we love her creepy-cute
Halloween and Dr Who designs!

DRVATIN

) hd\\w ,

ART CLUB

ART CLUB RUNS DURING WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT TIME, AND IS A
RELAXED SPACE TO COME ALONG AND BE CREATIVE. WORKSHOPS RUN REGULARLY,
AND STUDENTS ARE WELCOME TO BRING ALONG THEIR OWN PROJECTS TO WORK ON
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Above (top): Oil painting by Jude

Above: Oil painting by Violet

Art club members painted these incredible mountain scenes by
following a Bob Ross tutorial - even though everyone followed
the same instructions, each outcome is unique!
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Above: Collage by Jude

Jude’s artwork frequently features or is
inspired by song lyrics, in this case ‘Ashes to
Ashes’ by David Bowie

Above: Lino print by Alannah

Use of red paper really elevates Alannah’s
design, which is based on items from the
Bloodborne game



YOURVOICE, YOURIVIEW

At the end of term, Year 13 Dene Magna students took
part in the Your Voice, Your View pilot project run by the
Forest of Dean District Council, Forest Fighting Fit
Boxing and Fitness and The Holly Gazzard Trust. We
got involved in a series of sessions focused on tackling
violence against women and girls. Going into it, we
weren't quite sure what to expect but the sessions
turned out to be really eye-opening and we learned a
lot.

One of the standout sessions was the self-defense
workshop for the girls, led by Forest Fighting Fit Boxing
and Fitness. It focused on real-life situations, giving us
simple but effective techniques to help us stay safe and
escape dangers that we might come across in life. It
wasn't just about physical defense though - a lot of
emphasis was placed on awareness, confidence and
trusting your instincts, which felt just as important.

While the girls were battling danger with their
kickboxing skills, the boys took part in a session
run by the Hollie Gazzard Trust that explored
masculinity and the pressures placed on men
by society. Friends who attended said it was a
really thought provoking session that sparked
some honest conversations about stereotypes,
expectations and how these can sometimes
lead to harmful behaviour if left unchallenged.

In the afternoon, the Hollie Gazzard Trust ran a
mixed focus group on Bystander Intervention
training. This helped us understand how to spot
early warning signs and how to step in safely
before situations escalate. Your Voice, Your
Views made a real impact and encouraged us
to think more deeply about respect,
responsibility and how we can look out for one
another. We agreed as a group that these
sessions left us feeling more confident, better
informed and aware of the role we all play in
preventing violence and creating safer
communities for young people.
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Dene Magn .
Fair

Post-18 Careers 2026

Lookin; 710 the Future

Our Post 18 Careers Fair was a great opportunity to start thinking seriously about life after college. With
so many different exhibitors in one place, it was easy to explore a wide range of career paths and ask
honest questions about university, apprenticeships and jobs.

We spoke to reprsentatives from organsiations based all around the UK. Whether students were
interested in creative careers, engineering, healthcare or further study - there was something for
everyone and advice on offer to help make future options feel much clearer and more atainable.
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JOIN OUR
TEAM!

Why not join our
Editorial Team?

JOIN NOW

If you would like to contribute something to this
magazine email
Mrs Davis: s.davis@denemagna.gloucs.sch.uk

If you are interested in joining the Student
Standard Press Club , we hold sessions during
enrichment: every Wednesday, P4&5

“IT'S BOOSTED MY CONFIDENCE WITH WRITING “

“I'VE REALLY ENJOYED WRITTING FOR THE STUDENT
STANDARD AS I'D LIKE TO GO INTO JOURNALISM - IT'S
A GOOD WAY T0 PERSUE MY INTEREST IN THIS AREA “

“IT’S NICE TO BE ABLE TO BOUNCE IDEAS OFF OTHER
PEOPLE IN THE TEAM AND TALK ABOUT CURRENT AFFAIRS
AND TOPICS THAT ARE REALLY INTERESTING™

“I LOVE THE FREEDOM TO WRITE CREATIVELY
ABOUT ANYTHING! *

“IT'S FUN AND BRINGS PEOPLE TOGETHER”
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Clothes ..

THIS TERM:
Take away a new

Swa outfit, or donate
items you don’t

wear any more!

Clothes & coats

Hats, scarves & gloves
Bags, belts & jewellery
Shoes & boots

Fancy dress items

N
V




