
Y11 - 12 Politics Bridging Work 
 
 
‘Politics is too serious a matter to be left to the politicians’ 

Charles de Gaulle 
French President 1944-1946 + 1959-1969 

 
These tasks will give you a good understanding of the current political climate. 
Remember that ALL commentary is opinion based and you will need to try and find 
balanced debates to be fully informed. 
 
On the back is a key term glossary for you to complete to get you started, and a 
source on lowering the voting age to 16 for one of your written tasks. 
 
Come to your first lesson with your completed glossary, and notes on the written 
tasks, ready to discuss! 

 

Read -​ A newspaper (Guardian / Telegraph / Times / Independent) 
-​ News Apps - get several (BBC / Sky / ITV / CNN / LBC…) 
-​ We're Living Through the Breakdown - Tatton Spiller  
-​ 50 Political Ideas You Really Need to Know - Ben Dupre 
-​ Politics Home (www.politicshome.com) 

Follow -​ Laura Kuenssberg​ ​ @bbclaurak 
-​ Andrew Neil​ ​ ​ @afneil 
-​ Robert Peston ​​ ​ @peston 
-​ Andrew Marr ​ ​ ​ @andrewMarr9 and @marrshow 
-​ US President ​ ​ ​ @potus 
-​ UK PM ​ ​ ​ ​ @10DowningStreet 

Watch -​ The News (BBC / C4) 
-​ Question Time (@bbcquestiontime) 
-​ Prime Minister’s Questions (@ukparliament) 
-​ Have I Got News For You - BBC (comedy panel show) 
-​ The Thick of It / In the Loop - BBC (comedy) 
-​ Yes, Minister - BBC (comedy) 

Listen -​ The Rest is Politics 
-​ The News Agents 
-​ Newscast 
-​ Chopper's Politics 
-​ Politics Weekly UK 
-​ BBC Radio 4 

Write -​ Factfile on one of the UK political parties (history / policies 
/ success / failure / important members) 

-​ Report about a significant political event this summer 
(what happened / why was it significant / reaction) 

-​ Analyse the source on voting age. Pick out 2 arguments for 
and 2 against. Explain whether you agree with the idea. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: 
 
To enhance your response 
to this, try to find some real 
world examples that 
support the arguments 
made in the source and 
add them to your work. 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Word Definition 

Direct 
democracy 

 
 

Representative 
democracy 

 
 

Pluralist 
democracy 

 
 

Constitution  
 

Judiciary  
 

Legislature  
 

Executive  
 

Mandate  
 

Suffrage  
 

Left-wing  
 

Right-wing  
 

 


