Reflections on the DfE Performance Tables for 2018

Each Year the Department for Education (DfE) publish the results of each Secondary School for
students at the end of KS4. The “final’ version of these results is published in January and this takes
account of any remarks for individual students, as well as national changes.

Dene Magna is delighted that our 2018 outcomes are, yet again, superb. Here are some of the
headlines from the DfE tables' and an explanation of what they mean:

Progress 8 score (2]

More score details 0

Our Progress 8 Score for 2018 was 0.23. This is an excellent achievement and means that we are the
only school in the Forest of Dean to achieve a Progress 8 outcome that is ‘Above average’.

If we dig a bit further we see that our boys (with a P8 of 0.14) were in the top 18% of schools in the
country and our girls (with a P8 of 0.35) were in the top 30% of schools. Also of interest is that there
were 80 boys in the year group and 54 girls.

So, our boys did very well compared to other boys in the country. The next challenge is for boys to
achieve as well as the girls. As can be seen from above this is a national issue that Dene Magna is
leading the way on!
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We are really proud of the number of students who enter the EBacc subjects for GCSE. This pathway
is not for everyone, however it shows our firm commitment to a high quality, broad and balanced
curriculum. Our high aspirations for each and every learner run through our curriculum and our
Average Point Score (APS) for our EBacc subjects (English, Maths, Science, Humanities and
Languages) of 4.28 puts us in the top 30% of schools for Attainment. It is also the highest EBacc APS
in all the Forest Schools.

Grade 5 or above in English & maths GCSEs @
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Grade 5 (equivalent to a top C and bottom B grade in the old GCSEs) in English and Maths (5+ Basics)
provides a key measure for the DfE.

In 2018 we saw an 8% increase in our 5+ Basics measure. This speaks for itself, however there is
more to be proud of here.



Looking at this measure we are in the top 28% of schools. However this does not take account of
Prior Attainment. The progress our students made to this measure is 8% above expectation and puts
us in the top 20% for progress (FFT data®). It also pleasing to note that our 5+ Basics is the highest in
the Forest and, looking at Comprehensives across Gloucestershire, is the 6" highest.

This measure is so important because it opens up the door to A Levels and higher study. What a
brilliant foundation for our students as they begin the next step on their learning journey

We also still use the measure of students achieving a grade 4 (equivalent to a grade Cin the old
GCSEs)or better in English and Maths (4+ Basics). In 2018 this figure was 72%, a school record. Again,
looking at progress, this is 9% above expected and ranks us on the 13" centile nationally. (FFT Data)

The 4+ Basics measure is really important. These students can now access a range of courses and
apprenticeships and know that they have reached a benchmark which will open so many doors in
the future.

Results over Time

Creating a sustainable environment where each and every learner achieves their maximum potential
is the central aim of everything we do. It is really pleasing therefore to see that over time our
outcomes reflect the hard work of students, parents and staff.

Looking over the last three years our results show the following: (all from FFT Data)

e Progress to 4+ Basics +9% (top 11% of schools in the country)

e Progress 8 0.17 (top 30% of Schools in the country)

e Progress 8 in English 0.18 (top 30% of Schools in the country)

e Progress 8 in Maths 0.43 (top 13% of schools in the country)

e Although no longer a measure, it is interesting to note that our progress to 5+ GCSEs
including English and Maths over the last three years puts us in the top 9% of schools
nationally.

And so much more...

Of course it is not all about results, it is also about ‘...enjoying the process’. So let’s not forget the
trips, both near and far, the visitors, the sports successes, the school productions, the Technology
and Art shows, the Science competitions, the clubs, the work with partner schools, the teacher
training, work experience, the sponsored walks, the enrichment... the list is endless. All of this is
what Dene Magna is all about.

Well done Year 2018. You were a pleasure to teach and an inspiration to the whole school. Good
luck for the future and let us know how you get on and how you have gone out into the world and
made a difference.

! DfE Performance Tables:
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/137387/dene-magna-school

2 FFT is an educational charity providing analysis of all data across England & Wales. www.fftaspire.org



